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’The good Christian should beware of mathematicians and all those who

make empty prophecies. The danger already exists that mathematicians have

made a covenant with the devil to darken the spirit and confine man in the

bonds of Hell.’,

he noted.2 Are mathematicians and statisticians therefore in league with the devil? And

much more interesting, what is mathematics? Are mathematicians natural scientists,

philosophers, theologians or philologist speaking with numbers? Mathematics seems on

a first glance to be a natural science. But is mathematics not also a language?3 Perhaps,

yes. And are not mathematicians creators of the so-called ’number theory’ and there-

fore try to explain the existence of ’numbers’ like a philosopher proves the existence

(or non-existence) of being? Again, perhaps yes. This ambiguity in the demarcation of

’mathematics’ is also reflected in Augustine’s quotation. He originally meant that there

was no difference between mathematicians and astrologists. Astrologists told the future,

which was considered diabolic. In line with Augustine, we then have to deny the claim

that mathematics is a science if we assume that astrology is not a science. Or we have to

ask about (general) characteristics of science (if we accept astrology as a science).

This short discussion highlights the counterproductive discussion about exact and human-

istic sciences, since a clear and general definition about ’exact’ or ’humanistic’ science is

not obvious, and an ’exact’ definition will give itself the leeway for further discussions.

I was very lucky to enjoy not only an education in the humboldtian tradition, but also

1 Anonymous.
2 De Genesi ad Litteram, Book II, XVIII, 37. Translation by H. Taylor in Ancient Christian Writers,

Newman Press (1982), vol. 41.
3 Some will say it is the clearest language in the world.
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