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Preface 
 
„Information is the currency of democracy“ 
 
Thomas Jefferson is widely associated with this quote1. In the field of environmental policy/-, planning/- 
and protection, information is essential. Without reliable information we cannot monitor or describe the 
state of the environment. For protection and planning we need in-depth knowledge of ecological inter-
dependencies. Beside this, environmental information is a precondition of sustainable environmental pol-
icy.  The implementation of instruments of environmental policy is linked with costs, inconvenience and 
restrictions.  Therefore environmental policy always needs a special lobby: the well informed public and 
environmental information becomes the currency of sustainable environmental policy. 
 
Since 1986, the EnviroInfo conferences on Informatics for Environmental Protection focus on concepts, 
methods and instruments to process, analyse and interpret environmental information and support the dis-
course on environmental issues. The conference has developed into a mayor platform for interdisciplinary 
dialogue between experts from science, industry and administration and between information technology 
specialists and experts in processing, monitoring, analysing and interpreting environmental information. It 
has a strong tradition to overcome barriers between disciplines and information communities. 

 
After ten years of abstinence, the 24th conference is again held in Bonn, this time under the headline 
 
 

“Integration of Environmental Information in Europe” 
 

 
and in cooperation with the Intergeo2010 conference on  Geodesy, Geoinformation and Landmanagement 
in Cologne.  Both conferences share a conference day in Cologne, where the Enviroinfo2010 is held as a 
special track of the Intergeo Conference. In this track, the state of the art of environmental information 
systems and geospatial infrastructures are given special attention as well as the challenges of the INSPIRE 
directive of the EU.  
 
The other main themes addressed of the conference are: 
 

• Environmental Information and Reporting Systems 
• ICT and Climate Change 
• Environmental Management Information Systems 
• Environmental Modelling and Simulation 
• Health, Quality of Life and Pollution 
• The ICT ENSURE Research Programme 

 

                                                      
1  Most likely the statement is not from Jefferson. The  Jefferson Library has no evidence to confirm that Jefferson ever 
said or wrote it. Jefferson Library: A Guide to Thomas Jefferson Quotations: Spurious Quotes. URL: 
http://www.monticello.org/library/reference/spurious.html <29.08.2010>. But this makes it not less relevant. 
 



 

 

This peer reviewed conference proceedings contain more than 80 papers on the conference main topics’ 
and a broad range of other topics and therewith document many aspects of the state of the art of ICT for 
environmental protection in an interdisciplinary perspective.  

 
We would like to thank all authors who contributed to this documentation and to the success of the confer-
ence. Special thanks are due to the members of programme and the organization committees, for the pro-
ductive discussions and constructive criticism. Our sincere thanks go out to the members of the team of 
editors and last not least to the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety that supported the publication of the proceedings with a significant grant. 
 
 
 
Bonn, September 2010 
 
The Editors 
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