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Foreword and introduction 

It has become a tradition of the Faculty of Law of the University of Rijeka and 
Jean Monnet Inter-university Centre of Excellence Opatija, University of Ri-
jeka, with the support of Hanns Seidel Stiftung, to co-organize scientific confer-
ences tackling important questions in regard to the social and legal development 
of the Republic of Croatia as well as other transition countries in the context of 
their (prospective) accession to the EU. In this light specific legal systems and 
challenges faced by the “old” Member States are also examined. The latest con-
ference convened on May 25th, 2012, focused on the social dialogue in sports. 
The Conference was held under the auspices of the Jean Monnet Chair financed 
by the European Commission LLL programme. This volume includes contribu-
tions that have been presented and discussed at the Conference. 

The lively debate on sports law as a new branch of law is gaining attention 
not only in the EU, but also worldwide. Croatia as a hopefully new EU Member 
State should also take into consideration the existence of sports law. The Con-
ference titled Towards a Social Dialogue in Croatian Sports intended to provide 
the academic world, the sports sector, sports stakeholders and laymen with an 
introduction into sports law and the problems of professional sports sector of 
today, mainly the legal status of professional sportspeople. Following a success-
fully organised conference we hope that this book provides insights into the cur-
rent state of affairs and the changes that need to be undertaken in this field. 

Co-editors Prof. Dr. Nada Bodiroga-Vukobrat and Dr. Vanja Smokvina 
express their gratitude to Prof. Dr. Robert C. R. Siekmann for his valuable assis-
tance and efforts put into “making this Conference possible” and for his out-
standing academic contribution. Without his commitment the Conference would 
have never been organised. In addition, great thanks go to Prof. Dr. Richard 
Parrish for his immense contribution in bringing the Conference to the highest 
level of academic presentation. 

Special acknowledgement goes to all participants, whose participation in 
the Conference contributed to its success. Thanks to: Prof. Dr. Siniša Petrović, 
Prof. Dr. Hana Horak, Prof. Dr. Marina Brollo, Mr. Gianluca Monte, Dr. 
Roberto Branco Martins, Dr. Samuli Miettinen, Dr. Anna Zilli, Dr. Rainer 
Koch, Dr. Tone Jagodič, Ms. Biserka Vrbek, Mr. Luka Markić, Mr. Robert 
Komen, Mr. Dejan Stefanović, Mr. Mario Jurić and Mr. Dario Šimić. 

The first part of the book comprises papers on Sports Law and EU Sports 
Law (soccer rules, the Lisbon Treaty and Sport, EU internal market and sport, 
Social Dialogue, Home-grown players rules). The second part addresses com-
parative labour and sports law issues in terms of Croatia, Italy and Slovenia. Fi-
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nally, the last part deals with pressing issues of professional sports persons 
(footballers) and professional sport clubs. 

The intention of the conference organizers was to put this complex and 
important area of European Sport Law into a scientific perspective, while con-
sidering the regulations and practice of the European Union, Member States and 
the Republic of Croatia. Rather than emphasizing the lack of regulation, it is the 
state of awareness that needs to be altered in line with unprecedented social 
complexities that continue to emerge in modern Europe. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Hanns Seidel Stiftung that supported the 
Conference and the present volume. 

We are sincerely grateful that the importance of this legal phenomenon has 
been recognized by offering continuous support to our research and to publish-
ing these Conference proceedings. 

Furthermore, we would like to thank all Conference partners for their fi-
nancial and other support: the City of Rijeka and its Mayor M.Sc. Vojko 
Obersnel; the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports of the Republic of 
Croatia and its Minister Asst. Prof. Željko Jovanović; Hanns Seidel Foundation 
in Croatia and its Head Ms. Aleksandra Markić Boban; European Commission – 
DG Education and Sport, Sports Unit; HAGUE – International Sports Law 
Academy and ASSER – International Sports Law Centre; Croatian Olympic 
Committee and its President Dr. Zlatko Mateša; Primorsko-Goranska County 
and the Primorsko-Goranska County Sports Community; the Foundation of the 
University of Rijeka; ECS d.o.o. Zagreb; HARTA d.o.o. Rijeka; Infosistem 
d.o.o. Zagreb; SPAN d.o.o. Zagreb; I4NEXT d.o.o. Zagreb; NETCom d.o.o. Ri-
jeka; Grand Hotel Adriatic Opatija and Protect d.o.o. Rijeka. 

We hope that in view of the future development of Croatian sports and sci-
ence this book marks only the beginning of a new series. 

 
 

July 2013 The Editors 
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