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WELCOME 
 

In view of the many positive comments by the participants of all former AST work-
shops, the TUHH team was fully motivated to organize the 6th International Workshop 
on Aircraft System Technologies AST 2017. By now, the preparation work is done and 
we are very happy to welcome all of you here in Hamburg. 

Hamburg’s R&D activities in the fields of the workshop are embedded in a local 
network. Namely, industry, universities, and government are working closely together 
on innovative ideas and developments in the field of future aircrafts. The common ac-
tivities are strongly supported by Hamburg Aviation, which is the aviation industry 
cluster for the Hamburg Metropolitan Region – one of the world’s most important lo-
cations in the civil aviation industry.  

To strengthen international cooperation, for the fifth time, the Institut National des 
Sciences Appliquées de Toulouse (INSA) is co-organizing the event. The idea to hold 
the AST and R3ASC (Recent Advances in Actuation Systems and Components, Tou-
louse) conferences on an alternating schedule has been proven to be very successful. 
The combination of the two events is highly appreciated by many scientists and engi-
neers, who have every year – the AST is organized every odd year while the R3ASC 
takes place every even year – the opportunity to meet and to exchange on the latest de-
velopments in aircraft system technologies.  

Traditionally the 40 high-quality contributions of the proceedings address the fields 
of Airframe Systems and Equipment, Information and Communication Management, 
Materials and Production as well as Cabin and Comfort. For practicing engineers and 
scientists working in one of these areas the proceedings will be a valuable source of 
information and document the state-of-the-art.  

We all know that writing high-level conference papers takes a lot of time and is a 
rather considerable task. As those responsible for the conference, we would like to 
thank all the authors and session organizers for their contributions to the event and for 
their efforts to make the proceedings such a complete work. We also would like to ex-
tend our gratitude to the colleagues of the program committee and the organizing team 
for their great help and cooperation. Finally, we wish to express our sincere apprecia-
tion to the sponsoring and supporting companies, institutions, and associations that 
made the conference possible. 

It has been an honor for us to support global research and development in the field 
of aircraft system technologies through the organization of AST 2017. We sincerely 
hope that when looking back, all participants will remember the two days in Hamburg 
as particularly prosperous and interesting, spent soaking in a great deal of useful in-
formation, meeting old and new friends, and finding some time to simply enjoy the 
ambiance of the workshop. 
 
Otto von Estorff and Frank Thielecke 
Conference Chairmen AST 2017 
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