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Hermann-Victor Johnen’s dissertation in English. The author and I harbor the hope that
the outstanding accomplishments as well as the very personal history of German
immigrant and self-made man Adolph Sutro will thus be rendered accessible to a broad
public in the USA. The outcome will be twofold: not only does this work represent a
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it also sheds more light on the history of German-American relations.
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Short welcome from Prof. Jeroen Dewulf

As Director of the UC Berkeley Institute of European Studies, I was able to accompany
Dr. Hermann-Victor Johnen’s archival research in the Bancroft Library and the Judah L.
Magnes Museum on the life of Adolph Sutro. It is my hope that this English translation
of the authot’s dissertation will draw more attention to the remarkable career of this
German-Jewish entrepreneur from Aachen, who became San Francisco’s first Jewish
mayor. The authot’s fine piece of biographical research illustrates the strong mark left by

Sutro on the city of San Francisco.

Prof. Jeroen Dewulf
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welcome and enriching supplement to the country’s history. In so doing, it also calls
attention to the important role played by German immigrants in nineteenth-century

American history.

Prof. em. Richard Tilly Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Heribert Meffert
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